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Senate Asked to 
Investigate Farm 
Labor Hoarding 


A series of letters addressed to 
members of the United States Sen- 
ate were sent out by H. L. Mitch- 
ell, General Secretary, on Septem- 
ber 29th. Mitchell urged the Sena- 
tors to make an immediate inves- 
tigation of abuses of Public Law 
45, which appropriated funds of 26 
million dollars for supplying farm 
labor needs on the nation’s farms. 
He pointed out to the Senators that 
due to flood and drouth the 1943 
eotton crop would be harvested by 
November 1 and not less than 50,- 
000 experienced farm workers who 
will otherwise be totally unemploy- 
ed for six months could be trans- 
ferred from the Mid-South to other 
areas for employment. Replies 
have been received from a number 
of Senators. Indications are that 
something will be done to remove 
objectionable features in the 1944 
program, especially the provision 
giving county agents authority to 
deny a farm worker the right to 
accept government transportation 
to another county or state. 


Spruce Pine Co-Op 
Store Grows 


The Spruce Pine Co-operative 
Store in Alabama, according to the 
last report made by the Board of 
Directors, had done approximately 
$1,000 worth of business each month 
since it opened on May 18, 1943. 
Reserves in cash and stock accu- 
mulated totaled $675.47 as on Sep- 
tember 1, the report revealed. 

J. F. Hynds, member of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the STFU, is 
manager of the store. He is as- 
sisted by Miss Nancy Gabriel, long- 
time resident of the town of Spruce 
Pine. A. L. Porter, Royal Isom, 
Roy E. Raley, A. A. Tiggs and L. 
W. Winston make up the Board of 
Directors. 


Wardell Co-Operative 
Held Up By Legal Tangle 


The recently established Co-op- 
erative Purchasing Association, or- 
ganized by members of the Union 
in Southeast Missouri, has delayed 
opening the proposed store at War- 
dell on account of the State De- 
partment in Jefferson City require- 
ments for granting it a charter to 
do business. An attorney for the 
Kansas City Consumer Co-opera- 
tive Association, one of the largest 
co-operatives in the country, is pre- 
paring the legal documents on be- 
half of the STFU members. 


WAR PRISONERS 
CAN'T PICK 
COTTON 


Surveys on the use of war pris- 
oners now employed on farms show 
that they are very poor workers. 
In the cotton fields they can’t pick 
half as much cotton per day as an 
experienced cotton picker. The av- 
erage for Italian prisoners is only 
50 pounds per day, according to 
reports. Plantation owners who 
sought to use enemy labor as a 
means of holding down wages of 
Americans to starvation levels are 
not pleased. For every five pris- 
oners used in cotton fields one or 
more soldiers are required as 
guards. 

The Lee Wilson plantation, the 
largest cotton farm in Arkansas, 
recently contracted for the use of 
450 prisoners, according to AP re- 
ports from Blytheville. Though 
the location of prisoner of war 
camps is a military secret, it’s no 
secret that prisoners are being 
used widely throughout the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, hastening the har- 
vesting of the cotton crop and thus 
depriving local workers of needed 
jobs. The War Manpower Com- 
mission, after protests by the STFU, 
issued a ruling in July that no 
more war prisoners would be used 
on farms unless there was an ac- 
tual labor shortage and that the 
government must be paid prevail- 
ing rates for the prisoners’ labor. 
The joker in the ruling is that the 
Farm Labor Committees in each 
county are either plantation owners 
or local officials dominated by the 
planters and these Farm Labor 
Committees determine the need and 
set the wage. There is no labor 
representation on these commit 
tees. 


EVELYN SMITH MAY 
RETURN TO THE UNION 


Evelyn Smith, who was Office 
Secretary and Educational Director 
for the STFU from 1935 to 1940, 
may soon return to work for the 
Union. Miss Smith left the STFU 
in early 1940 to join the staff of 
the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union. Later she was em- 
ployed by the Workers’ Defense 
League in New York City as office 
manager, but accepted an impor- 
tant war job at Columbia Univer- 
sity. She is now in Orange, Cali- 
fornia, employed in war work, but 
wishes to aid union members from 
the South find work on the West 
Coast at good wages. A proposal 
has been made for Miss Smith to 
open a branch office in California 
to aid in placing migratory farm 
workers where they are needed to 
cultivate and harvest war crops. 


10TH CONVENTION 
MEETS IN MEMPHIS 


The Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union is now 10 years old and its 
10th Annual Convention will as- 
semble in Memphis on November 
9th and last through the 11th. Be- 
tween 200 and 300 delegates from 
the states of Arkansas, Alabama, 
Missouri, Mississippi, New Mexico, 
Tennessee and Texas are expected. 
The Convention will meet at the 
Whitestone Baptist Church, Wel- 
lington and Long streets. 


The morning session will be giv- 
en over to a conference on prob- 
lems of migratory agricultural 
workers. Several representatives 
of government agencies concerned 
with the farm labor program have 
accepted invitations and will take 
part in the conference with mem- 
bers of the STFU Migratory Agri- 
cultural Workers Union. 


The afternoon session of the first 
day will be given over to a discus- 
sion of the program developed by 
Union locals on the rural South in 
the post-war world. C. E. Miller, 
Director of the East Central Di- 
vision of the AAA, has been des- 
ignated by the War Food Admin- 
istration to appear on this part of 
our program. The Farm Security 
Administration has been invited to 
send a representative and he is ex- 
pected to also advise the delegates 
as to the FSA program for the 
South after the war. James P. 
Davis, Head Field Officer for the 
AAA in the Southern states, has 
also accepted the Union’s invita- 
tion to address the convention. 

An open session is planned for 
the evening of November 9th and 
representatives of the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress 
of Industrial Organizations have 
been invited to speak to delegates 
and visitors. The Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters has accepted 
an invitation to send a speaker, 

The second day will start with 
a discussion of the co-operative 
movement in the South. Edward 
Yeomans, Jr., Executive Secretary 
of the Southeastern Co-operative 
League, whose headquarters are in 
Carrollton, Georgia, will be the 
principal speaker. Harold Olsen, 
Chief of the Co-operative Educa- 
tional Division of the Farm Se- 
curity Administration of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, has also been invited, 
A number of people active in the 
co-operative movement in the Mid- 
South are expected to attend. 

The afternoon of the second day 
will hear reports of convention 
committees and the evening will 
be given over by delegates to hear- 
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50,000 WORKERS 
WANT JOBS 


Government Officials to Meet 
Union Members in Memphis 


A program of locating winter 
jobs for 50,000 unemployed farm 
workers living on cotton planta- 
tions in the Mid-South will be dis- 
cussed at a special conference of 
members of the Migratory Agri- 
cultural Workers’ Union (STFU) 
and officials of the U. S. Govern- 
ment, Tuesday, November 9th. 

The conference will be held in 
connection with the 10th Annual 
Convention of the STFU, which will 
open at the Whitestone Baptist 
Church, Wellington and Long 
streets, in Memphis, at 9:00 a.m. 
All unemployed seasonal farm 
workers are invited to attend. 

Chairman Paul V. McNutt of the 
War Manpower Commission in 
Washington has designated Mr. 
Willis F. Sloan, Regional Rural In- 
dustries Representative from At- 
lanta, to take part in the confer- 
ence. Mr. M. L. Wilson, Director 
of the U. S. Agricultural Exten- 
sion Service, has likewise desig- 
nated a representative to take part 
in the conference with union mem- 
bers. Mr. C. C. Randall, Director 
of the Farm Labor Program, from 
Little Rock, will represent the Ex- 
tension Service. 

Col. Phillip G. Bruton, Deputy 
Administrator, War Food Admin- 
istration, in Washington, who is in 
charge of the transportation of 
farm labor, has also been urged to 
send a representative to partici- 
pate on behalf of his agency. 

Members of the Migratory Agri- 
cultural Workers’ Union are now 
circulating petitions asking the 
War Food Administration to trans- 
port them to jobs on the farm in 
California and Florida under the 
same terms now being given for- 
eign workers. 


Arkansas Members Sell 
Shares For Co-Op Store 


A campaign is under way to sell 
500 shares in a co-operative store 
to be opened in Brinkley in the 
near future, reports F. R. Betton, 


who is agent for the Arkansas 
Farm Tenant Co-operative Mar- 
keting and Purchasing Association. 
Arrangements have been made to | 
lease a building and the store will 
be opened as soon as enough shares 
ean be sold to completely stock 
the store with staple goods. 


ing officers, organizers and local 
reports. The election of officers 
will come on the final day and the 
convention will close with the col- 
orful Ceremony of the Land. 


Convention To Hear 
Plan for South After 
The War 


The following report is being sub- 
mitted to delegates at the 10th An- 
nual Convention by the Executive 
Council of the Union. It will form 
the basis for discussion in the sec- 
ond session of the convention Tues- 
day afternoon. 


(a) Introduction 

In August a letter was sent out 
by the general office of the South- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union urging 
that each local hold one meeting 
during the month to discuss a pro- 
gram for the rural people of the 
South in the post-war world. Re- 
ports of meetings were made by 
41 locals. The Executive Council 
has prepared this section of its an- 
nual report to the convention di- 
rectly from the reports of discus- 
sions held by union locals. 


(b) Extend 4 Freedoms to’ 
Americans Now 

First of all, the members of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
want an early end to the war and 
a peace that will prevent all fu- 
ture world conflicts. They wish to 
see the four freedoms extended to 
all nations and races of the world. 
They believe that the United States 
Government should make every ef- 
fort to end in our own country the 
injustices that make a mockery of 
the ideals set forth as the hope of 
all people throughout the world. 


(c) Forty Acres and a Steel Mule 


To our people in the rural South 
who are small farmers, tenants, 
share-croppers and farm laborers 
the four freedoms are all bound up 
in security in the possession of 
land upon which they can earn a 
living. Seventy-nine years ago one 
war ended and 4,000,000 chattel 
slaves were freed. It was proposed 
to give each freedman “40 acres 
and a mule” but nothing was done 
to bring this about. Instead there 
was imposed on the newly free 
Negro and the freeborn white 
alike, a new system of exploita- 
tion based on the ownership of the 
good and fertile lands of the South 
by a few instead of the many. 
Therefore, the reconstruction of 
the economic basis of the agricul- 
tural South is as appropriate today 
as seventy-nine years ago. In the 
post-war economy the small farm 
operator will for the first time 
since the introduction of farm ma- 
chinery be in the position to com- 
pete with large scale commercial 
farm interests. The development 
of farm machinery in the last 10 
years and the plans of farm im- 
plement manufacturers to produce 
low priced tractors and _ other 
mechanized farm equipment point 
to this. Estimates have been made 
that a small farm containing up- 
wards of 40 acres can be equipped 
with farm machinery valued at 
about $1,000 and operated efficient- 
ly. Members of the Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers Union therefore call 
for a program of “40 acres and a 
_ steel mule.” 


(d) A New Land Policy 
Therefore, we urge that a new 

land policy be adopted which will 

break up throughout the nation 
the holding of large tracts of 


THE FARM WORKER 


PROGRAM 
10TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION 
November 9, 10, 11 


TUESDAY, NOV. 9TH—MORNING SESSION 
9:00 A.M.—Registration of Delegates, 
10:00 A.M.—Opening of Convention by President Roy E. Raley 


Singing of Union Songs 


Invocation by Dr. Peter Cooper, LeMoyne College 
10:30 A.M.—Migratory Agricultural Workers’ Conference 
Report of the Executive Council 


Address by C. C. 


Washington 


Randall, U. S. Extension Service, 


Address by Willis F. Sloan, War Manpower Commis- 
sion, Washington 
Address by a Representative, War Food Administration, 


Washington 


Discussion by Delegates—Problems of the Migratory 


Farm Worker 
1:30 P.M.—Recess for Dinner 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
2:30 P.M.—Conference Rural South in the Post-War World 
Report of the Executive Council 


Addresses by: 


Cc. D. Lewis, AAA, East Central Division, War Food 
Administration, Washington 


C. M. Measel, 


Farm Security Administration, 


Little 


Rock, Arkansas (invited) 
James P. Davis, Field Officer, AAA, Little Rock, Ar- 


kansas. 


Discussion by Delegates, “The Rural South After the 


War” 
5:30 P.M.—Recess for Supper 


EVENING SESSION 
7:30 P.M.—Public Meeting, “Industrial and Agricultural Labor Prob- 


lems” 
Addresses by: 


A Personal Representative of President Wm. Green, 
American Federation of Labor 

Robert Oliver, TWUA, Representative, Congress of In- 
dustrial Organizations 

A Representative of Brotherhood Sleeping Car Porters 

A Representative of the National Urban League, New 
York City, (invited) 

A Representative of Workers’ Defense League, New 
York City, (invited) 

10:00 P.M.—Adjournment for the Day 


WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10TH—MORNING SESSION 


9:00 A.M.—Call to Order by the President 
Invocation and Singing of Union Songs 
9:30 A.M.—Election of Convention Committees 
Organization Committee 
Resolutions Committee 
Nominating Committee 
10:00 A.M.—Conference on Co-operatives in the Rural South 
Report by the Executive Council 


Addresses: 


The Co-operative Movement— 

Edward Yeomans, Jr., Secretary, Southeastern Co-oper- 
ative League, Carrollton, Georgia 

Harold Olsen, Director, Co-operative Division, Farm Se- 
curity Administration, Cincinnati, (invited) 

Discussion by Delegates 


12:30 P.M.—Recess for Dinner 


2:00 P.M.—Conference Organization Problems 
Report by the Executive Council 
Reports by Delegates 

5:00 P.M.—Adjournment for the Day 


THURSDAY, NOV. 11TH—MORNING SESSION 


9:00 A.M.—Call to Order by the President 

Invocation and Singing of Union Songs 
9:30 A.M.—Reports of Committees on Resolutions, Organization 
11:00 A.M.—Report of the Nominating Committee 

Election of Officers, 1944 


12:00 Noon—Ceremony of the Land 


Adjournment of the Convention 


farm land by large owners, com- 
mercial farming interests and ab- 
sentee landlords. We believe that 
a program should be adopted which 
will make the use of productive 
lands in the United States the re- 
sponsibility of all of the people and 
that no individual should hold title 
to land which he and his family 
are unable to cultivate with their 


own labor power. The agricultural 
experts should be called upon to 
determine the size of farms to be 
held in each of the various crops 
and regions of the country. More- 
over a law should be enacted plac- 
ing a graduated land tax on all 
farm lands owned by individuals 
and corporate interests above the 
maximum set for individual farm 


600 FOREIGN FARM 
WORKERS JAILED 
IN FLORIDA 


Six hundred Jamaican workers, 
a part of the 8,000 brought into the 
United States to work on farms, 
have been sent back to their island 
homes after several days spent in 
Florida jails for refusing to work, 
according to reports from Wash- 
ington. 

These workers had been employ- 
ed in the Northern and Eastern 
states during the summer and 
were recently transferred to Flor- 
ida to work on the sugar cane 
plantations during the winter 
months. They rebelled against pre- 
vailing working and living condi- 
tions and were put in jail at Tam- 
pa, Miami and Raiford to await 
transportation to Jamaica. 

The conditions under which the 
Jamaican workers rebelled were 
outlined in a letter signed by Her- 
bert C. McDonald, Liaison Officer, 
representing the Jamaican govern- 
ment. A full text of the letter was 
sent the Union by a member in 
New Jersey; the following is taken 
from this letter: 

You are therefore being asked iv 
go to the State of Florida, which 
is near to Jamaica and has a warm 
climate during winter. 

Work will be confined to sugar 
cane, and conditions with regard 
to housing, feeding, wages, etc., 
have been carefully investigated 
and have been found satisfactory. 

As a general rule, all work in 
Florida is given out on a piece- 
work basis. 

You will be housed in groups of 
not less than 50 and arrangements 
are being made for you all to be 
fed in Camp, as facilities for feed- 
ing yourselves elsewhere are not 
available. 

You will be free to purchase 
wherever you wish but there are 
certain places of amusement, res- 
taurants and bars where you will 
not be allowed. 


It has been decided that no wives 
can be sent from Jamaica. 

You are being asked to sign a 
new contract, which differs from 
your old contract in the following 
respects: 

It will afford you employment for 
the winter months at least. 


A “misconduct and indiscipline” 
clause has been added which gives 
the United States Government the 
right to terminate the contract if 
a worker misconducts himself. 

Where meals are provided in 
Camp, and I am satisfied that they 
are alright, you will be required to 
eat there. 


ownership for each crop or region. 


(e) A Farm Ownership Act 
The Congress should adopt a 
Farm Ownership Act similar to the 
Federal Housing Act which would 
permit bonafide farm families to 
purchase land and homes with a 
down payment of 5% and yearly 
payments spread over a period of 
at least 25 years at low rates of 
interest. The present owners of 
land should be paid the actual value 
for the land and improvements 
thereon. 
(To Be Continued.) 


